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When God Redirects  

The Conversation 
A Message From  

The Rev. Jim Barnes, National Minister 

Our country just went through one of the most contentious elections in recent 

history and conversations between friends, relatives, neighbors, coworkers 

and even fellow church members have been running very hot.  I know plenty 

of people who have changed the settings on their social media accounts so as 

not to have to see or hear the political opinions of those in their networks with 

whom they disagree. 

The danger of living as a Christian in our highly polarized society is that we 

can easily get swept up in the ñus versus themò thinking that is a characteristic 

of so many political discussions.  When that happens, we as Jesusô followers 

run the risk of writing off half of the people in the country ñon the other sideò 

as those with whom we have an adversarial relationship.  Once we identify 

someone as, for lack of a better term, our ñenemyò (politically speaking), it 

becomes easy to stop loving and reaching out to that person. 

So the question is:  how can believers rise above it and keep their focus on 

God and His mission in a politically polarized environment? 

Recently, a rather obscure scripture passage was brought to my attention in a 

sermon I heard right around the time of the election.  The story is from the 

book of Joshua in the Old Testa-

ment and it tells of Joshuaôs   

encounter with an unidentified 

man (who commentators gener-

ally believe to be an angel or 

messenger of God).  In these 

verses, the walls of Jericho have 

not yet fallen and Joshua is     

outside the city.  According to 

the Bible: 
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During the past several months the   

following churches and pastors  

and have chosen to become new 

affiliates of the Evangelical        

Association: 
 

 

Rev. Fred A. Walthour 

Jacobus, Pennsylvania 

 

Emanuel Reformed Church 

Thomasville, North Carolina 

 

Good News Church 

Quakertown, Pennsylvania 

 

Rev. Jeffrey A. Hicks 

Scott Air Force Base, Illinois 

 

Rev. Dr. Andrew J. Keuer 

Athens, Greece 

 

Rev. Joseph A. Hall 

Fayetteville, Pennsylvania 

 

Zoar UCC 

Evansville, Indiana 

 

Rev. Sid Mitra 

Richmond, Texas 

 

Church of Christian Outreach 

Newmanstown, Pennsylvania 

 

Rev. J. Eric Dehmer 

Brenham, Texas 
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When the Virus Hits  

Your Home 

In August, EA Pastor David Franks of First Reformed Church in Landis, NC 

(dfranks@frclandis.org) began a  personal battle with the Covid19 virus.   

The following is a reflection he shared with his congregation in September.  

He and his family have since recovered. 

Thought I would take a moment and share some 

reflections on our Covid19 experience.  To say it's 

been interesting would be a huge understatement, 

and at the same time I've learned so much I never 

would have known otherwise. 

It began three weeks ago with a sore throat.  I     

attributed it to allergies or a summer cold and 

thought I would be done with it in a day or two.  

Unfortunately it persisted and got worse over the 

next several days.  After about three days I began 

experiencing both sweats and chills, but no fever at 

that time.  On August 23rd, my wife and I made an 

appointment to be tested the following day for 

Covid19.  We then received confirmation that I tested positive and my wife 

was negative. 

As I've now talked to others who tested positive, there is something that     

mentally and emotionally hits you when you receive word that you have the 

virus.  It truly changes how you will live and think for the next few weeks.  

The thought that you are the one personally affected makes you realize that 

this virus is real, and not just some sickness that only impacts someone else.  

It also affected everyone else living with me, which meant that just as I would 

be quarantined so would my family...much to their angst! 

Over the next week other symptoms began showing up.  Fever came and went.  

There were several days of nausea and diarrhea (oh boy!)  I lost any sense of 

smell or taste, which helped me lose 15 pounds in less than two weeks.  And 

then came the worst part for me, the persistent coughing, low oxygen levels 

and trouble breathing.  The word "ventilator" came to mind over and over 

again, and this caused me a great deal of concern. 

After two trips to the Emergency Room several days apart, I ended up being 

admitted to the Atrium Virtual Covid Hospital, which is an attempt to keep 

Covid patients out of the hospital and at home with hospital care.  I have    

personally found this to be an answer to prayer.  I came home from the ER on 

oxygen, with an inhaler, and calls from nurses several times a day to check on 

me and give me instructions for breathing treatments.  At this point I am still 

on oxygen and limited conversations, but see slow and steady improvement. 

Since first being tested, my wife and daughter have been tested again after 

both began showing mild symptoms. Thankfully their symptoms were not 
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Responding Carefully to a  

Complicated Crisis 
 

For many months now, churches in the Evangelical Association have been 

required to adapt to various changes in how communities are dealing with 

the coronavirus pandemic as they find creative ways to continue their    

ministries. In some parts of the country, lockdowns have been the norm 

with public gatherings limited or even stopped by law.  In other areas, the 

restrictions have been less rigorous and choices about how to respond have 

been left up to individual congregations and businesses. 

Given the autonomy and freedom that is present in the Evangelical Association, 

individual churches in the EA have taken a variety of approaches as to how they 

handle their corporate worship events. 

Some churches have continued to have   

relatively normal worship services with 

congregants sitting a little more spaced    

out from one another than usual.  Other 

congregations have limited the number of 

people allowed in their buildings at any  

given time by requiring people to make 

ñreservationsò to attend worship services. 

Others have continued with outdoor        

services and online streaming services. 

While EA churches are handling the crisis according to the decisions of their 

own leadership, a study by the Lake Institute at Indiana University found that 

when it comes to re-opening churches for in-person services, 79 percent of  

conservative congregations had planned to re-open by August, while only 20 

percent of liberal churches had similar plans.  This could account for the reason 

so many churches in the Evangelical Association report that while they have 

restarted in-person worship, other churches in their towns have not. 

Unfortunately, the impact of the 

shutdowns on churches nationwide 

could be significant going forward.  

The Lake Institute further reported that in the congregations they     

sampled, 52% reported an increase in participation, while 42% reported 

a decline in giving since March of 2020 (similar results have been     

reported by the National Association of Evangelicals). The Barna Insti-

tute takes things even further by suggesting that one in five churches 

face permanent closure in the next couple of years if they cannot       

recover from the losses sustained during the pandemic. 

 

National Minister Jim Barnes participates       

live from St Louis in a virtual installation       

service for Pastor Andy Underhile at 

Friedens Reformed in Tripp, South Dakota 

 

Volunteers from the Laundry Love 

ministry at Zion Evangelical in     

Shelbyville, Indiana blessing a long 

haul truck driver passing through 

town by paying to do her laundry at a 

local laundromat. 

 

Pastor Steve Watson delivers the benediction 

with appropriate social distancing during a 

worship service at St. Paul's Evangelical in 

Jamestown, Missouri 

 

Outdoor worship led by Pastor John 

Peters at First Congregational, Buena 

Park, California 

 

Pastor Junior Gaither gives a masked  

altar call at Lyerly Evangelical in       

Rockwell, North Carolina 


