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…...WORKING THE NETS FOR KINGDOM ADVANCEMENT 

Welcome to the  

Association! 
During the past several months the fol-
lowing churches, pastors and individu-
als have chosen to become new affili-
ates of the Evangelical Association: 
 

Lyerly Evangelical Church 

Rockwell, North Carolina 
 

Jacob’s Church 

New Tripoli, Pennsylvania 
 

Trinity Christian Fellowship 

Biglerville, Pennsylvania 
 

Rev. Karl M. Kindt III 

St. Louis, Missouri 
 

Rev. Patrick J. Ruffin 

Clinton, Maryland 
 

Rev. Jody L. Van Dyke 

New Bavaria, Ohio 
 

Rev. R. Bruce Rider 

Rockwell, North Carolina 
 

Rev. Jonathan J. Gouthier 

Torrington, Connecticut 
 

Rev. Kenneth Duane Jarman 

Mount Pleasant, North Carolina 
 

Cassandra G. Williams 

Franklinton, North Carolina 
 

Tiffany Richter 

Cullman, Alabama 
 

David E. Sippel 

Cibolo, Texas 
 

Elizabeth Johnson 

Cibolo, Texas 
 

Stephanie Ford 

Scherz, Texas 
 

Brian R. Parks 

New Braunfels, Texas 

Summer ~  2018 

A Message From 

The Rev. Jim Barnes, National Minister 

 

So Glad My Father  

Is My Brother 

In April my dad died.  As a pastor, I had to decide if I would officiate his     

service or let someone else do it.  I chose to officiate. 

We held the service in the church I used to serve here in St. Louis on a beauti-

ful Spring day.  Friends and family were there as I processed down the aisle of 

the church in front of my dad’s casket and the congregation sang, “O the Deep, 

Deep Love of Jesus.”  The service lasted an hour and was filled with beautiful 

songs of faith, loving words of remembrance shared by my daughter and niece 

about their grandfather and I gave a sermon reflecting on my dad’s life, his 

journey of faith and his descent into dementia.   

I do believe God gave me the words to say in that message as I talked about 

how my dad, once an intellectual giant with an earned doctorate, had in the 

end, lost his ability to think and communicate.  Instead, by the time he took his 

last breath, he had been reduced to the intellectual level of a toddler who    

needed others to care for his most basic needs.  The scripture that came to mind 

was from Matthew’s Gospel when Jesus’ disciples ask the Lord, “Who will be 

the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?”  And to answer their question, Jesus 

has a little child come and stand among them and He says, “I tell you the truth, 

unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the 

greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

My exhortation to those gathered at the service was to remember that in the 

end, it’s not what we know that will matter - instead, it’s who we know and by 

whom we are known that will mean everything.  Jesus says in John 10:14, 

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me...”  And in 

John 17:3 the Lord defines eternal life when He says, “Now this is eternal life, 

that people may know the only true God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent.” 
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As I wrote the sermon for my dad’s service, I thought that it would be the best way 

for me to process my feelings about my dad’s death as I shared the Gospel message 

in his honor.  I also thought that the music we would sing and hear during the      

service might hit me down deep as we sang some great Christian songs and hymns.  

But God had a different plan for how He would touch my heart that day. 

It didn’t happen at the church.  It didn’t happen during the church service.  Instead, 

it happened as we stood in the cemetery during the five minute committal service 

afterward.  As I opened my little black Pastor’s Manual for Funeral Services, I    

began to read the standardized words that I had read at literally hundreds of other 

grave side services during my 25 years in local church ministry.   This is what the 

paragraph says in the pastor’s manual: 

(Pastor places hand on casket and says) 

In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, we commend to almighty God our brother/sister, (name) and we commit his/

her body to its resting place; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  The Lord 

bless him/her and keep him/her.  The Lord make his face shine on him/her and be 

gracious to him/her.  The Lord look upon him/her with favor and give him/her 

peace.  Amen. 

Having repeated those words at so many grave side services over the years, I    

would always say them and then insert the name and gender of the deceased in the 

appropriate spaces as applicable.  On the day that we committed my dad’s body to 

the earth however, I suddenly found myself changing the words as I said this as I 

placed my hand on his casket, “In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to 

eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to almighty God my dad, 

but more importantly, our brother in Christ, Jim Barnes, Sr., and we commit 

his body to its resting place...” 

At that moment in that cemetery, God reminded me that my father was my brother!  

As we placed my dad’s body in the ground, secure in the Lord’s promise of the    

resurrection to eternal life, I was reminded at the core of my being that the security I 

felt came not because the man we were burying was my dad, but rather, because he 

is my brother in Christ.  In life, my dad knew and trusted Jesus for his salvation and 

because I know and have trusted Jesus for my salvation, we are brothers forever 

who will one day celebrate together in the presence of God. 

This year, the theme of our Evangelical Association national gathering and 20th anniversary celebration is: The 

Gospel begins with GO!  Jesus said in Matthew 28:18-20, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, 

to the very end of the age.” 

Sharing the Good News of salvation and eternal life with all who will receive it - can there be any command           

of Christ more important than this?  As believers, let us never stop taking the Gospel to our neighbors, our cities 

and to the nations so that at every funeral we attend, we can take comfort in saying that the person in the box was 

not just our  fr iend, relative, coworker  or  neighbor , but rather , that person was our  brother/sister in Christ 

for all eternity! 

 

Networker 



SUMMER 2018 PAGE 3 

The Mid-Atlantic regional was hosted 

by Salem Reformed Church in Hager-

stown, Maryland, one of the oldest 

churches in the region founded in 

1747.  This year’s theme was “Holding 

On to the Light In Darkness.” Local 

EA pastors Daniel Hetherington, Lin 

Smalec, Steve Wagoner and David  

Riley provided leadership and led dis-

cussions on a variety of topics related 

to how the light of Christ defines us 

and shines through us in all circum-

stances of life. 

The North Carolina regional gathering 

was held at Mount Hope Church in 

Salisbury, North Carolina and revolved 

around the theme “Be About It” based 

on Luke 2:49 where Jesus says, “How 

is it that ye sought me?  Wist ye not 

that I must be about my Father’s busi-

ness?” Pastors David Franks and Steve 

Disher led worship and workshop lead-

ers included Aaron Long, Lee Evans, 

Anthony Sowri and Kevin Lilley who 

addressed a wide variety of topics 

dealing with homeless ministry, youth 

ministry, church leadership and the end 

times. Lunch of pit-grilled barbecue 

chicken was enjoyed by all. 

Spring Regional Gatherings  

in Maryland and North Carolina 

Pastors Dave Riley, Steve Wagoner, Dan Hetherington and Lin Smalec  

lead panel discussion at Mid-Atlantic Regional 

Worship time at the NC Regional 

Volunteers from Salem Reformed in 

Hagerstown provide lunch 

Praising God at the Mid-Atlantic Regional 

Enjoying fellowship at  Mt Hope Church   

in Salisbury, NC 

Letting the light - glow sticks - shine                                  

at the Mid Atlantic Regional 

Worskshop at the NC Regional 

Praying at the North Carolina Regional 
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Ministry and Employment Opportunities 

To learn more about these ministry 

and employment opportunities,  

please visit our website:  

evangelicalassociation.org 

St. John’s Evangelical Protestant Church 

Cullman, AL 

Minister of Music and Worship Arts 

Full or part time 

 

Grace Community Church  

New Caanan, CT 

Full-time Family Discipleship Pastor 

 

St. Luke’s Community Church 

San Pierre, IN  

Part-time Pastor 

 

St. Peter’s Christian Community Church  

New Albin, Iowa  

Part-time Interim or Permanent Pastor 

 

Salem Reformed Church 

Hagerstown, MD  

Full-time Pastor 

 

Emanuel Unites Church of Christ 

Manchester, Michigan  

Full-time Pastor 

 

Grace Lower Stone Reformed Church  

Near Rockwell, NC  

Pastor  

 

Pleasant Ridge Christian Church  

Greensboro, NC  

Part-time Youth Leader 

Beck’s Reformed Church  

Lexington, NC 

Full-time Senior Pastor  

 

St.  Paul’s Evangelical Church Trail Run 

Small rural congregation near Sardis, OH 

Part-time Pastor 

 

St. Paul’s Church 

Quarryville, PA 

Full-time Pastor 

 

Salem Church of Rough & Ready 

Rough & Ready, PA 

Full-time Pastor 

 

Old Goshenhoppen Reformed Church  

Woxall, PA 

Ordained and experienced Pastor 

 

Salem Evangelical and Reformed Church 

Reamstown, PA 

Part-time Worship Director (10-15 hours/week)  

 

Grace Reformed Church 

Troxelville, PA 

Part-time Pastor  

 

AFRICA – Chingola, Zambia  

Missionaries needed as Primary and Secondary School 

Teachers, Dorm Parents & Support Staff  

http://evangelicalassociation.net/earccc/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/ea-logo-jpg.jpg
http://www.evangelicalassociation.org
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RETURN SERVICE  
REQUESTED 

 

 

9051 Watson Road #241  
St. Louis, MO 63126 

 
E-mail:  

natmin@evangelicalassociation.org 

If you are no longer interested 
in receiving the Networker        

Newsletter, please tear off this  

address page and return it to: 
Evangelical Association 

9051 Watson Road #241 

St. Louis, MO 63126 

Desk and Digital Calendars Now Available  

The Evangelical Association 2018-2019 Desk Calendar is the official desk        
calendar of the Evangelical Association. The 17 month calendar (August  2018 
through   December 2019) features useful tools to enhance your church’s ministry 
including lectionary readings for Sundays and major Christian holidays, liturgical 
colors, a pictorial listing of missionaries in the EA Mission Network, a listing of 
valuable ministry resources, along with contact information to connect you with 
EA officers and ministries.  

The EA Calendar is a great ministry tool not only for pastors but also for church 
council leaders, mission committees and worship planning teams. Make sure you 
order enough copies for all of the ministry team leaders in your congregation.  
The calendars are priced as follows: $15.00 each for 1-2, $13.00 each for 3-5 and 
$12.00 each for 6 or more.  

The EA also offers a 2018-2019 Digital Calendar & Ministry Planner that can be 
utilized on an iPad or other mobile device. The Digital Calendar is a PDF version that contains the same           
information as the spiral bound print edition, but also allows the user to read the lectionary readings powered by 
Bible Gateway, and add notes and appointments to editable calendar dates. A free Adobe Acrobat Reader App 
needs to be downloaded on your mobile device for full functionality. The “digital only” version is $10.00  

You can order the EA Desk Calendar by:  

1. Sending an email to natmin@evangelicalassociation.org calling toll free 877-424-1472. Be sure to indicate 
quantity and the address to which you want the calendar(s) shipped. No advance payment is required. We 
will enclose an invoice with your order from which to pay – we trust you! 

 2. Visiting the online store found on our website http://evangelicalassociation.org there you can place your    

order making a secure payment with a credit/debit card through PayPal and we will then send the calendar(s) 

to you and/ or you will receive the required link to download your digital copy. 


