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…...WORKING THE NETS FOR KINGDOM ADVANCEMENT 

Fall ~  2022 

A Message From  

The Rev. Jim Barnes, National Minister 

 

The Benefit of Benefits -  

What About Health Insurance? 

As many of you are aware, last year several months of my life were consumed 

fighting two different kinds of cancer that had invaded my body.  In order     

to attack the disease, I underwent two significant surgeries.  Thankfully, in 

August of 2021 I was given the “all clear” by my oncologist, and now, as a 

follow up, the doctors plan to scan me every four months for two years to 

make sure everything stays clear. 

Of course, I thank God for the healing I have experienced and for all of you in 

the EA who have prayed for my recovery and continued “cancer free” status.  

But I must admit, I’m also thankful that I have pretty decent health insurance 

which so far has paid out more than $100,000 for my surgeries and the follow 

up scans.  Due to the insurance provided to me by my employer (the EA) and 

my wife’s employer, I only had to pay about $2,500 of the total bill out of my 

own pocket. 

The challenge faced by many churches and pastors in the Evangelical Associ-

ation, is that since we are not part of a large denomination, we have typically 

been unable to participate in a big 

nationwide “group” insurance  pro-

gram. Fortunately, current laws 

and the environment in the health   

insurance industry has changed    

to allow for smaller groups of 

churches and ministers like the EA 

to band together to create the    

necessary “group” to offer health 

coverage. 

 

Welcome to the  

Association! 
 

 

During the past several months the   

following churches, pastors and        

individuals have chosen to become 

new affiliates of the Evangelical 

Association: 
 

Shallow Well Church 

Sanford, North Carolina 

 

St. John’s Reformed Church 

Sabillasville, Maryland 

 

Rev. Brandon M. Lund 

Waco, Texas 

 

Rev. Brent D. Mangus 

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 

 

Friedens Church 

Riesel, Texas 

 

Salem U.C.C. 

Huntingburg, Indiana 

 

Shiloh Community Church 

Altamahaw, North Carolina 

 

Rev. Oyango N. Burney 

Indiana, Pennsylvania 

 

St. John’s Church of Otto 

Riesel, Texas 

 

 

continued on page 2   
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The EA is now on Facebook! 

 
 

Want to connect with other EA members around the country? 

 Check out the EA's “Group” and “Fan” pages on Facebook.         

Just search for…. 

Evangelical Association of Reformed & Congregational                 

Christian Churches 

and check us out!! 

  

Networker 

 

Welcome to the Association!  
(Cont. from Page 1) 

Rev. Daniel “Buck” Garrison 

Burlington, North Carolina 

 

Rev. Dr. Gary L. Allen 

Rio Rancho, New Mexico 

 

J.D. Repp 

Clear Spring, Maryland 

 

Rev. Douglas C. Hahn 

Hanover, Pennsylvania 

 

Rev. Jeffrey M. Donihue 

Huntingburg, Indiana 

New Gate Church 

Little River, South Carolina 

 

Rev. James A. Robbins 

Shenandoah, Virginia 

 

Rev. Matthew R. Pope 

Rockwell, North Carolina 

 

Rev. Bonnie Micheletti 

Princeton, Illinois 

 

Rev. Paul Perkins 

Lexington, North Carolina 

 

 

Receive Your Networker Via E-Mail! 
 

To sign-up, all you need to do is e-mail your name                                                   

and e-mail address to ~ 

 

You will begin receiving  your Networker                                                                      

via e-mail with the next edition. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/270152207515
https://www.facebook.com/Evangelical-Association-of-Reformed-Congregational-Christian-Churches-186812699232
mailto:natmin@evangelicalassociation.org
mailto:natmin@evangelicalassociation.org
mailto:natmin@evangelicalassociation.org
mailto:natmin@evangelicalassociation.org
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EA Pastors Organize Youth Summer Camp 

“Several EA pastors met at a Christian camp ground…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That opening sentence above might sound like the beginning of a joke along the lines of “three Baptists were  

trying to change a lightbulb” – and one may expect a punchline to soon follow!  Indeed, there is a punchline 

coming, but it’s worth hearing the whole story first… 

In early 2022, seven EA pastors who serve congregations in central and south Texas linked up on a video call to 

brainstorm how we might collaborate together.  The idea of a joint teen camp arose, and one pastor shared about 

a newly reopened Christian camp site that was roughly equidistant to all our churches.  We agreed to meet there 

in a couple of weeks to assess its suitability for a joint summer camp. 

Two weeks later, we convened at the camp’s Lodge and, with an electric fireplace blazing in the background, we 

fellowshipped and prayed together.  Then we walked the grounds, agreeing almost immediately that the location 

and facilities were more than suitable for what we had in mind. 

Within a week, the camp was reserved and responsibilities were divvyed up:  one church set to crafting the     

worship sessions, another volunteered to provide the meals, another set out to find dorm parents, another planned 

games and activities, etc.  Because our camp would have seven meals, someone suggested that each church could 

provide food servers and a clean-up crew for one meal.  With everyone collaborating, everything was covered! 

The punchline of the opening sentence above is not exactly a joke, but it is comedy – at least in the old Shake-

spearian sense – because on August 4th to 6th, a group of 60 volunteers, campers and pastors representing six EA 

churches locked arms, lifted up our praise, laughed, ate, competed, tried to sleep, swam, and received God’s 

Word. 

To sync with the 2022 EA Convocation, our camp theme focused on Jesus’ words in John 15, and if we translate 

15:16 into Texan, the punchline comes across the best: “I chose y’all and appointed y’all that y’all should go and 

bear fruit and that y’all’s fruit should abide, so that whatever y’all ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 

y’all.”  What a joy to be connected to Christ, to one another and to this EA Fellowship! 

Article written by Rev. Andrew Keuer, Pastor of Lyons Evangelical Church, on behalf of:  Rev. Eric Dehmer of 

Friedens Church (Washington, TX), Rev. Phil Brown of Immanuel Church (Spring, TX), Rev. Ron Shifley and 

Deanna Shifley of Immanuel Evangelical Church (Needville, TX), Rev. Jason Ford and Brian Parks of St. Paul 

Evangelical Church (Cibolo, TX), Rev. Tyler Reed of First Protestant Church (New Braunfels, TX), and Rev. 

Richard Rust of First Evangelical Church (Waco, TX). 
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You’ve heard the statistics. Between June 2021 and June 2022 over  

4 million people per month quit their jobs (Bureau for Labor         

Statistics quoted by Meryl Herr).  People are tired, weary, and look-

ing for greener pastures. Christians aren’t immune to these cultural 

trends. And neither are pastors. A 2021 survey from Barna Group 

reported that “38 percent of pastors had seriously considered quitting 

full-time ministry that year.” 

For many, Convocation 2022 at Salem Reformed Church in      

Hagerstown, Maryland came just in time. Aptly themed “Refresh – 

Revitalize - Release,” the gathering was a retreat-style event. Host 

pastor Eric Cox said, “We wanted to provide pastors and ministry 

leaders with a time for really abiding in Christ, focusing on prayer,   

worship, and rest. We wanted a weekend when pastors could be 

poured in to rather than having to pour out.”  Pastor Lin Smalec, one 

of the area co-hosts from the PennMar region of the EA, added, “we 

wanted to provide a relaxing and restful alternative to the busyness 

and brain overload of ministry.” 

They indeed blessed us/attenders/(what’s the word for one who      

attends a convocation?) with such opportunities. Roughly 20 people 

began the weekend by gathering Friday morning for the Company of 

… and recognizing that those lies are defeated                

by the power of the Cross 

Refresh – Revitalize – Release 
 

Reflections on Convocation 2022 by Pastor John Richter  

 

Taking a sledge hammer to the lies of the Devil            

that seek to defeat us... 

 

Serving up crabcakes and                       

other Maryland delicacies. 
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Pastors Retreat led by Jason Ford (Texas) and John Richter 

(Alabama). Pastors and ministry leaders reflected on the last year 

of ministry, sharing struggles, joys and praying for one another.  

What set this convocation apart were the unique activities. Driven 

by the theme of refreshment and abiding in Christ (John 15), work-

shops included things like practicing lectio divina (a traditional 

monastic practice of scriptural reading, meditation and prayer    

intended to promote communion with God and to increase the 

knowledge of God’s word), walking the stations of the cross, or 

taking a nature walk. 

As usual, worship and fellowship punctuated the weekend in pro-

found and powerful ways. Speakers guided us in reflections         

on connection, living in faith over fear, dismissing the lies of our 

ancient foe, and staying positively focused amid all the  negativity 

bombarding us. Personal testimonies from several regional     

Pennsylvania/Maryland church leaders highlighted these encour-

agements on Saturday evening, as they challenged participants to 

remember the power of the cross to confirm our adoption as      

children of God.  

Finally, feasting on the hospitality provided by 

the kitchen team at Salem Reformed Church, 

time around the  table was a great blessing, as 

they successfully plumped us up for the return 

trip home. (Three cheers for Maryland crab!) 

From the perspective of this writer, convoca-

tion is one of the best ways to begin forming 

deeper connections in the EA (don’t forget re-

gional and pastor gatherings) and this year’s 

meeting did not disappoint. Plan to join with 

your EA family next year in Faith, North Caro-

lina at Shiloh Reformed Church. The theme, 

“For Such a Time as This,” will prove equally 

suitable for the work and mission of the EA 

and your local church. 
Rev. Brent and Diedre Mangus lead session on maintaining  

physical and spiritual health. 

I am the vine; you are the branches....  

apart from me you can do nothing. 
 

John 15:5 

Rev. David Riley leads convocation          

worship in the historic sanctuary at           

Salem Reformed Church. 

continued from page 4 
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 Ministry & Employment Opportunities 
These churches and organizations are seeking to fill the following positions: 

To learn more about the following ministry & employment opportunities,  

please visit our website:  evangelicalassociation.org 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar for Convocation 2023 
 

The theme of next year’s national gathering will be “For Such a Time as This” and it will be held 

September 15-17, 2023 at Shiloh Reformed Church in Faith, North Carolina.   
 

More information will be coming by the Spring of 2023. 

Middleton Congregational Church  

Middleton, MA 

Senior Pastor 

www.middleton.org  
 

St. Paul’s Church  

Marthasville, MO 

Full-time Pastor 

office@stpaulsuccmo.org 
 

Shiloh Community Church  

Northern Alamance County, NC  

Full-time Pastor 

https://shilohccn87.com 
  

Grace Lower Stone Reformed Church  

Rockwell, NC  

Pastor 

http://gracelowerstonechurch.org   
 

St. John Church 

Hebron, ND 

Full-time Pastor 

stjohnhebronnd@gmail.com  
 

Ruslin Hills Church 

Dover, OH 

Full-time or Bi-vocational Pastor 

ruslinhills316@gmail.com  
 

Jacob’s Church 

New Tripoli, PA  

Full-time Pastor 

http://www.jacobschurch.org/career-opportunities/  
 

Jacob’s Church 

New Tripoli, PA  

Part-time Music Directo 

http://www.jacobschurch.org/career-opportunities/ 

Host Church 

Bernville, PA 

Pastor 

hostchurch@outlook.com  
 

St. Thomas Church 

Bernville, PA 

Senior Pastor 

https://stthomasbernville.org 
  

St. John’s United Evangelical Protestant “Burry’s” 

Church - Rochester, PA  

Part-time Youth Director 

http://burryschurch.org   
 

Peace and St. Peter’s UCC Churches  

Just North of Harrisburg, PA 

Full-time Pastor 

www.sites.google.com/site/peaceucc0316/home  
 

First Protestant Church of New Braunfels  

New Braunfels, TX 

Senior Pastor 

https://firstprotestant.com/pastorinfo/ 
   

Congregational Christian Fellowship Church  

Winchester, VA  

Part-time Pastor 

alexanderjeanie@gmail.com 
  

Calvary Memorial Church  

Racine, WI 

Full-time Senior Pastor 

https://cmcracine.org   
 

Zion Congregational Church  

Cheyenne, WY  

Pastor 

zioncongchurch@aol.com 

http://www.evangelicalassociation.org
http://www.middleton.org
mailto:office@stpaulsuccmo.org
https://shilohccn87.com
http://gracelowerstonechurch.org
mailto:stjohnhebronnd@gmail.com
mailto:ruslinhills316@gmail.com
http://www.jacobschurch.org/career-opportunities/
http://www.jacobschurch.org/career-opportunities/
mailto:%20hostchurch@outlook.com
https://stthomasbernville.org
http://burryschurch.org
http://www.sites.google.com/site/peaceucc0316/home
https://firstprotestant.com/pastorinfo/
mailto:alexanderjeanie@gmail.com
https://cmcracine.org
mailto:zioncongchurch@aol.com
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BULK COPIES  

OF THE  

NETWORKER ARE 

NOW AVAILABLE 
 

If you would like a bulk ship-
ment of ten copies of each edi-
tion of the Networker to make 
available to the members of your 
church, just contact the national 
office: 

 

Is It Time for You  

(or your Church )  

to Join the  

Evangelical Association? 
 

Affiliation with  the  EA is open      

to entire congregations as well as    

to individual pastors, students and 

lay people. Perhaps you’ve been 

reading and hearing about the 

EARCCC for a while, but you’ve 

never stepped across the line to   

actually affiliate with the associa-

tion and become a part of the net-

work. The EA is only as strong as 

those  who  choose to affiliate with 

us each year, so if you have never 

signed on, please visit our website 

at ~ 

www.evangelicalassociation.org 

where you can download and 

print an application form. If you 

need to know more about the EA   

or if your church would like to 

have an informational presentation, 

please contact the national minis-

ter’s office at ~  

namin@evangelicalassociation.org 

or 314-347-9994. 

As a result, the Evangelical Association Board of Directors is pleased to  

announce the start-up of a group health plan for the Evangelical       

Association which will include coverage of credentialed EA pastors        

as well as eligible staff members (those working 20 hours per week or 

more) in all Evangelical Association churches that elect to participate.      

In partnership with the Hahn Financial Group , Inc., the EA has explored 

various plan designs and options available. 

The next step is to gather information from interested pastors as well      

as churches and their staff members who may wish to participate in 

this program.  Our goal would be to begin offering the health plan on 

March 1, 2023. 

If you are a credentialed EA pastor or a leader in an EA church that would     

be interested in learning more about the benefits that will be offered by         

this plan as well as the cost of the monthly premiums, please contact our    

insurance partner by early December.  They can be reached at: 

Hahn Financial Group, Inc. - Group Health Insurance 

Email: health@hahnfinancialgroup.com 

Phone: 605-275-3600 or 1-800-516-HAHN (4246) 

Be sure to indicate that you are part of the Evangelical Association.        

The staff at Hahn should be able to answer any questions you have and 

will walk you through the application process if you are interested.  Filling 

out an application for this insurance does not obligate you or your church 

to actually sign up if you ultimately decide you are not interested.          

Applications will be due by January 18, 2023 in order for coverage to be 

effective March 1, 2023. 

National Office Phone  

Number Changing 
 

The new phone number for the EA National Office is 314-347-9994.  

Please make a note of this new number in your records as we           

will eventually be phasing out the old toll free 877 number which we 

have had for many years.  The cost of maintaining a toll free number 

has nearly doubled in recent years and these days, most people have 

cell phones which generally include free long distance calling.   

If you have EA promotional items that you use in your churches 

(brochures, ink pens, etc.) with the toll free number and need them   

replaced, contact the office at the new number or by email: 

natmin@evangelicalassociation.org 

Cont. from page 1  -  “The Benefit of Benefits - What About Health Insurance?” 

mailto:natmin@
mailto:natmin@
mailto:natmin@evangelicalassociation.org
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New Desk Calendars Now Available  
 

The Evangelical Association 2022-2023 Desk Calendar & Ministry Planner is the official desk calendar of the 

Evangelical Association.  The 17 month calendar (August 2022 through December 2023) features useful tools to 

enhance your church’s ministry including lectionary readings for Sundays and major Christian holidays, liturgical 

colors, a pictorial listing of missionaries in the EA Mission Network, a listing of valuable ministry resources, along 

with contact information to connect you with EA officers and ministries. The EA Calendar is a great ministry tool 

not only for pastors but also for church council leaders, mission committees and worship planning teams.  Make 

sure you order enough copies for all of the ministry team leaders in your congregation.   
 

The calendars are priced as follows:  

$18.00 each for 1-2 

$16.00 each for 3-5 

$14.00 each for 6 or more 

(Prices include packing and shipping at no extra charge)  
 

You can order the EA Desk Calendar(s) by: 

1. Visiting the store on our website at EA Online Store.  There you can 

place your order making a secure payment with a credit/debit card 

through PayPal and we will then send the calendar(s) to you. 

2. Sending an email to natmin@evangelicalassociation.org or calling 314-

347-9994.  Be sure to indicate quantity and the address to which you 

want the calendar(s) shipped.  No advance payment is required.  We will 

enclose an invoice with your order from which to pay – we trust you! 

 

mailto:natmin@evangelicalassociation.org
evangelicalassociation.org

